
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

20 operated both electric cars and motor-buses in 1940, the increase in buses for 
these systems being 121, exclusive of the buses of the Brantford municipal system 
(8 in 1939 and 17 in 1940). Advantages of motor-buses are that the cars are not 
restricted to routes and there are no expenses for tracks. The capacity of each bus, 
however, is considerably less than that of an electric car. During 1940 the railways 
in Brantford and London ceased to operate and in Oshawa the railway continued 
only as a freight line. Motor-buses were substituted for passenger business by these 
three railways. 

Subsection 1.—Equipment of Electric Railways 

As stated above, electric street cars are being displaced by motor-buses and in 
many municipalities they have been displaced entirely. For this reason statistics 
of total track mileage of electric railways were omitted from the 1942 edition of 
the Year Book, but lengths of main track are given in Table 20. The figures in 
these tables do not include the lengths of city streets or suburban roads on which 
bus lines are operated. 

18.—Equipment of Electric Railways, 1939-1% 
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Subsection 2.—Finances of Electric Railways 

When electric railways have ceased to operate because of either a decline in 
traffic or the substitution of motor-buses, their statistics have been excluded from 
the following tables. Consequently, fluctuations in revenues, etc., have been 
affected by variations in traffic and also by changes in the mode of local transporta­
tion. Despite these changing conditions the gross revenues of electric railways 
have continued to increase since the low point reached in 1933, and very marked 
increases have been shown in 1940, 1941, and 1942. 

19.—Financial Statistics of Electric Railways, 1936-12 
NOTE.—Available figures for the years 1901 to 1907 are given at pp. 608 and 609 of the 1926 Year Book; 

for the years 1908 to 1918 at pp. 681 and 682 of the 1936 Year Book; and for 1919 to 1935 at p. 665 of the 1938 
Year Book. 
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